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Karen National Union
Supreme Headquarters
Kawthoolei
www.knuhg.org

Date: 21 September, 2024

Karen National Union’s fecilitation letter to International Day of Peace

Today, September 21, marks the International Day of Peace, as designated by the United
Nations. For this year, with the United Nations' main theme being "Cultivate the culture of
peace," the focus is on replacing oppression and torture, restrictions and injustice, and
shattered, hopeless lives with justice, equality and the hope of a brighter future. This year, the
KNU-Karen National Union embraces and supports the promotion of a culture of peace,

aligning with the goals set forth by the International Day of Peace.

Torture, as well as ideologies that incite terrorist killings, indoctrination, and harmful practices
both globally and within our own country, must be reformed. It is essential to transform the
systems and structures that perpetuate such violence. Pursuing peace with the sole intention
of achieving peace is insufficient. To truly protect people and build lasting peace, we must
implement practical measures. Only through these actions can we foster hope for a future

founded on positive, sustainable peace.

On February 1, 2021, in our country, the Burmese military seized state power by force,
shattering hopes for peace as they shot and killed peaceful protesters. Disregarding the will of
the people, the military dictators—lacking both the ability and the intention to improve
citizens' lives—have plunged our country into a state of widespread suffering and hardship.
The military regime’s targeted bombing attacks on civilians, use of heavy weapons, mass
killings through raids, and arbitrary arrests and imprisonment highlight that the dictator and
his subordinates prioritize maintaining their power and self-interest, with no regard for the

people’s well-being. Today, the public is facing unprecedented natural disasters such as floods,


http://www.knuhq.org/

landslides, and wind storms, which are causing the destruction of lives and property. Adding
to their grief is the forced recruitment of soldiers by the military junta. Under the oppression
of military regime, the people are forced to live in fear. Coupled with rising prices, their lives
have become increasingly difficult, leading to a loss of hope for a better future. Therefore, at
the 79th UN General Assembly currently taking place, we are urging world leaders and the
international community to make a decisive statement in support of empowering the people
of Burma to free themselves from military dictatorship and to live peacefully, in accordance
with human rights and full human dignity. The political objectives of the KNU-Karen National
Union encompass the pursuit of equal rights, self-determination, human rights, and
democratic principles. These goals drive our commitment to building a Federal Democratic
Union through a bottom-up approach to federalism, focusing on strengthening the states as a
foundation for fortifying the Federal Union. We will continue to work tirelessly to achieve our
goals, ensuring that the rights that people deserved, equality, self-determination, and federal
democracy establishment principle are upheld for all people. We will not exploit religious,
ethnic, or political differences to incite hatred and violence like military dictators do. Instead,
we are committed to building a culture of peace from the ground up, as we strive to create a
federal democratic union that values justice, equality, human rights, and human dignity. We
will collaborate with anyone and any organization dedicated to protecting the lives, property,

livelihoods, and safety of people around the world.

Let us work together to free all people from fear, grief, sadness, and the destruction of life and
property. We must actively participate in the creation of a future federal democratic union
and foster a culture of peace. We pray that everyone will experience justice, equality, the
sovereignty of the people, and full civil rights, allowing them to have hope for the future and

to live safely and happily with their families.

Central Standing Committee
Karen National Union
Supreme Headquaters



